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Introduction to Portuguese Parish Records

One of the richest 
sources of family 

history information

Indexes are great but 
not always available! 
Images can be quickly 

scanned and read

They can be difficult to 
read because of the 
language, old script 
and abbreviations

Finding the Patterns
Understanding 

Genealogical terms, 
dates and numbers

Looking for Keywords





How to find Brazilian Parish Records (Wiki)



How to find Brazilian Parish Records (Wiki)



How to find Portugal Parish Records (Wiki)









Reading Old 
Handwriting



Reading Old 
Handwriting

script.byu.edu





Portuguese Word List



Baptismal
Patterns
Starts with the 
child’s name, 
followed by their 
parents, then comes 
the place, followed 
by grandparents, 
then the dates, at 
the bottom are the 
godparents.

http://culturacores.azores.
gov.pt/biblioteca_digital/SJ
R-CH-TOPO-B-1801-
1815/SJR-CH-TOPO-B-
1801-
1815_item1/P110.html

http://culturacores.azores.gov.pt/biblioteca_digital/SJR-CH-TOPO-B-1801-1815/SJR-CH-TOPO-B-1801-1815_item1/P110.html


Marriage
Patterns
The Margin has 
the names of the 
groom and bride, 
Starts with date, 
after “infacie 
Eclesia” comes 
the groom, which 
in this case is a 
widower (viuvo), 
then the wife and 
her parents.

http://culturacores.azores.gov.pt/bi

blioteca_digital/SMG-RG-MAIA-C-

1813-1834/SMG-RG-MAIA-C-1813-

1834_item1/P9.html

http://culturacores.azores.gov.pt/biblioteca_digital/SMG-RG-MAIA-C-1813-1834/SMG-RG-MAIA-C-1813-1834_item1/P9.html


Death
Patterns
Starts with the 
date, then the 
place, after 
“nome” comes 
her name, after 
“idade” is her 
age, then “viuva” 
then her husband


